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Wednesday, March 15
Business and Police Monthly
Meeting  2:00 p.m.
At Ocean Drive Restaurant
11230 Grandview Ave., Wheaton
Come and join discussions moder-
ated by Cpl. Freddy Martinez of
the Montgomery County Police 
and other County Representatives
regarding crime and any other
concerns you might have.

Wednesday, March 22
The 22nd Annual Wheaton &
Kensington Chamber of Commerce
COMMUNITY AWARDS BANQUET
6:30 p.m.
At Hollywood East Café on the
Boulevard, 2621 University Blvd.
West, Wheaton
$25 in advance (by March 20)
$30 at door. All are welcome.

This event recognizes 
outstanding business and commu-
nity leaders, educators and public
safety personnel. The Chamber is
rewarding those individuals who
have performed above and beyond
the call in each award category.
We want to say thank you and 
celebrate not only the individuals,
but also the Wheaton &
Kensington community. 

Wednesday, April 26
Breakfast Mixer 7:30 a.m.
Location to be announced
$5 in advance or $10 at door

Wednesday, May 31
Breakfast Mixer 7:30 a.m.
At Royal Mile Pub
2407 Price Ave., Wheaton
$5 in advance or $10 at door

Attention Volunteers!
This is a perfect time to serve on
the Chamber’s Board of Directors,
and there are several Committees
that you might want to help on,
such as:
The Program Committee
The Public Relations Committee
The Business Development & 

Education Committee
The Membership Committee

2401 Blueridge Avenue, Wheaton, Maryland 20902

301-949-0080
email: wkchamber@wkchamber.org
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W H E AT O N  T O W N  M E E T I N G

• Facilitate small development
projects, including additions
to existing buildings;

• Encourage mixed-use, transit
oriented development with
public-use space and ameni-
ties in downtown Wheaton;

• Encourage retention of small business space at the street level;

• Maintain quality of public approval procedures and streamline
approval process; and

• Encourage Art & Entertainment uses in the downtown.

County Council Members 
Tom Perez (top photo) 
and Marilyn Praisner (left),
as well as Joe Davis (below)
from the Wheaton
Redevelopment Program 
led the discussion on this
important topic at the

Charles W. Gilchrist Center 
for Cultural Diversity at 
11319 Elkin Street, Wheaton.

There is still time to present
public comment to the County
Council. If you have any 
questions, comments or 
suggestions, please call the
Wheaton & Kensington
Chamber at (301) 949-0080.

The Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee and the
Wheaton Redevelopment Advisory Committee sponsored 
a Town Meeting to discuss amending the Wheaton Retail
Preservation Overlay Zone to accomplish the following:

The 22nd Annual 

Wheaton&Kensington
Chamber of Commerce

Community 
Awards Banquet

Wednesday, March 22, 2006
Beginning at 6:30 pm

at 

Hollywood East Cafe 
on the Boulevard

2621 University Blvd. West
Wheaton, Maryland 20902

$25 in advance (by March 20)
$30 at the door
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Executive Committee
President
Harold Weinberg, Miles Realty
(301) 933-6161

1st Vice-President
Colleen Larkin, The Back to
Work Program of St. Luke’s
House, Inc. (301) 493-4200

2nd Vice-President
Tim Wiens, Jubilee Foundation
(301) 949-8628

Secretary
Marcia Jacques, Evergreen
School  (301) 942-5979

Treasurer
Nancy Sherwood,
Sherwood Associates, Inc.
(301) 933-1222

Sergeant at Arms
Brett Schneider, Washington 
Music Center  (301) 946-8808

Directors
Moshe X. Briel, Ameriprise
Financial Services, Inc.
(703) 653-8910

Sean Chrysostom,
Chevy Chase Bank
(301) 942-5166

Richard Ehrenreich,
Ehrenreich & Associates, LLC
(301) 570-3000

Ken Nelson, Montgomery
College Workforce Dev. &
Continuing Ed. (301) 562-5516

Laura-Leigh Palmer,
asap graphics (301) 942-1121

Ellen Riger, EllenOriginals
(301) 946-7141

Karen Sears, Acorn Self
Storage  (301) 933-8838

Kathleen Thompson,
Jerry Thompson Associates 
(301) 565-8000

Larry White, First Baptist
Church of Wheaton
(301) 929-6870

Ex-Officio Directors
Natalie Cantor, Mid-County 
Services Center  (240) 777-8100

Joe Davis, Wheaton
Redevelopment (240) 777-8125

Lynn Raufaste, Mayor, Town
of Kensington  (301) 949-2424

Cmdr. Patty Walker,
Montgomery County Police
Department  (240) 773-5500

Administrative Asst.
Vicky Surles  (301) 949-0080

Montgomery County Executive Douglas M. Duncan today
announced that Wheaton has been designated by the State
of Maryland as an Arts and Entertainment District,
joining Silver Spring and Bethesda as the third district 
in Montgomery County to receive the distinction.

“I’m delighted that Wheaton has been named an Arts and
Entertainment District,” said Duncan. “I have made the
revitalization of Wheaton a priority of my administration,
and this designation is a very important piece of that 
project. This is a well-deserved honor for Wheaton,
especially given its diverse mix of ethnic restaurants,
expanding arts community and, of course, the world-
renowned Chuck Levin’s Washington Music Center.”

The Arts and Entertainment District designation provides
artists working in that area with an income tax break.
Developers who create spaces for artists to live and work
can be exempt from paying certain property taxes on the
value of the renovations for up to 10 years. Designated 
districts are exempt from admissions and amusement taxes.

Montgomery County’s Ad Hoc Arts and Entertainment
District Advisory Panel, chaired by David Edgerley,
director of the Department of Economic Development,
held a public hearing in July and approved forwarding the
Wheaton application to the State. The application, which
was submitted to the Maryland Department of Business

and Economic Development in early October, cited
Wheaton’s strategic location, cultural diversity, exceptional
accessibility and affordability. The six-member County
Executive-appointed Arts and Entertainment Task Force,
which includes representatives of the downtown’s business
and residential community, and an Arts Network group of
more than 70 members, have been set up to identify local
arts and entertainment resources and develop ideas to
enhance the downtown’s arts base.

“One of our major goals for Wheaton is to revitalize 
and redevelop this unique commercial center into a 24/7
downtown destination. It will be a place people and 
businesses from all cultures and areas come together in a
festive, friendly, safe and inclusive environment to enjoy
arts and entertainment, specialty retail, ethnic restaurants
and Wheaton’s other amenities,” said Midcounty Regional
Services Center Director Natalie Cantor. “The State’s 
designation of Wheaton as an Arts and Entertainment
District will help us accomplish this important goal. We
look forward to welcoming new artists and entertainers,
to a downtown already recognized for its one-of-a-kind
atmosphere.”

For more information, call Nancy Gasko, Wheaton
Redevelopment Program, at (240) 777-8126.

Wheaton Designated Arts and Entertainment District by State

Breakfast Mixer February 22, 2006
The Crossway Community Center Breakfast
Mixer had a good turnout, even with the 
nonstop morning snowfall.

The breakfast was hosted by Kathleen Guinan,
of the Crossway Community (below), who spoke
about her counseling program and the need for
non-government funding. The guest speakers
were Manny Hildalgo (left), from the Latino
Economic Development Corporation and 
Larry Tremonti (right), from

S.C.O.R.E. Manny and the LEDC are new Wheaton & Kensington
Chamber members, and are opening a branch office in Wheaton soon.

S.C.O.R.E. is a nationwide volunteer association of retired business
owners and executives. As a resource partner of the U.S. Small Business
Administration, S.C.O.R.E. provides free counseling to small businesses
and has several branches in this area. Businesses learn about special
resources available to them and the importance of having a business plan
and the steps to develop one. For more information, contact Manny
Hildalgo at (202) 588-5102 or Larry Tremonti at (202) 272-0390.


