
September– October 2008 www.wkchamber.org/www.tok.md.gov
Upcoming Events
Wednesday, September 24
Breakfast Mixer
from 7:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Wheaton & Kensington Sector Plan
Updates
- Fred Boyd for Kensington 
and 
- Sandy Tallant for Wheaton
at Crossway Community Center
3015 Upton Drive in Kensington
301-929-2505
$5 in advance or $10 at door.

Saturday, September 27
Kensington 8k Race, 2-Mile
Challenge & 1K Fun Run
Start times beginning at 7:45 a.m.
The course winds through Rock
Creek Park and historic Old Town
Kensington
To volunteer, enter to run, 
or see the course map (many 
local streets will be closed), 
contact: www.kensington8k.org 
or Jenny Smith, 301-946-3804
jenny.kensington@verizon.net; 
or Mimi Youmans, 301-530-5351
mbyoumans@aol.com.

Saturday, September 27
“How to Stay in Business”
LEDC, a nonprofit that works to
improve the job skills of low- and
moderate-income Latinos and
other groups in the Washington
area, hosts a workshop for 
small business owners
from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
at Crossway Community Center
3015 Upton Drive in Kensington
The seminar is free and bilingual.
For more information, call 
Eric Aldrette at 240-777-4957.

Thursday, September 25,
through Sunday, October 12
Kensington Arts Theatre presents:
110 in the Shade
Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sept. 25, 26, 27;
Oct. 2, 3, 4, 10, 11 (all at 8pm),
Sun., Sept. 28 (7:30pm), 
Oct. 5 (3pm), 12 (3pm)  
All shows are held at Town Hall.
For details call 240-396-4307, 
or check the KAT website
www.katonline.org.

2401 Blueridge Avenue, Suite 101
Wheaton, Maryland 20902
301-949-0080
email: wkchamber@wkchamber.org

41st Annual Kensington Labor Day
Parade & Festival
Kensington celebrated on Monday, September 1st with dance
groups, equestrian show groups, circus groups, and marching bands
from area schools, churches, and other organizations.

The rest
of the
afternoon
featured 
a street
festival
along
Antique
Row 
and the
historic
district

with live music, a variety of foods, and arts & crafts.
Representing the Chamber in the parade once again was Richard
Ehrenreich in his 1929 Mercedes SSK Roadster replica convertible.
His co-pilot
was Chamber
president
Moshe Briel,
who nearly
perfected his
hand-waving
technique 
during the
parade.

It’s been three years since Louisiana, Mississippi 
and the Gulf Coast of Alabama suffered the worst
Natural Disaster in U.S. History. Aside from the
thousands of lives that were lost by hurricanes
Katrina and Rita, here are some statistics about 
just the damage done to New Orleans alone:
- Inundation of 80 percent of the city with 480 
billion gallons of water that sat for nearly a month.

- Damage or complete destruction of 95 percent of
the city’s nearly 350 buildings, including the New
Orleans Police Department Headquarters.
- Hundreds of miles of underground utilities - 
electric, gas, water, drainage, cable and phone 
lines - damaged.
- Residential damages of $14 billion in Orleans
Parish. Of the city’s 188,251 occupied housing
units, 134,344 sustained reportable damage, and
105,155 were severely damaged.

Three years later recovery is slowly but surely taking
place. A significant part of that recovery is being
done by volunteers such as the 53 that traveled from
Wheaton to the Crescent City in June. This team

FBCW Volunteers with 
New Orleans Recovery

Continued 
on page 6

Continued on page 5

Kensington 8k Race, 2-Mile Challenge &
1K Fun Run on Saturday, September 27
An annual Kensington tradition since 1993,
this race has a unique small-town “feel.” It
winds through beautiful Rock Creek Park and
historic Old Town Kensington and has some-
thing for everyone — an 8K challenge with
awards to top runners, a non-competitive 2
mile, and 1K fun run (or walk) for families and novice runners with
prizes for everyone. The proceeds will support three public schools.
Start times beginning at 7:45 a.m. To volunteer (and receive a free
T-Shirt), enter to run, or see the course map (many local streets 
will be closed), contact: www.kensington8k.org or Jenny Smith,
301-946-3804 jenny.kensington@verizon.net; or  Mimi Youmans,
301-530-5351 mbyoumans@aol.com.
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Executive Committee
President
Moshe Briel, Moshe Briel
Associates LLC  301-801-1972

1st Vice-President
Maureen Carrington,
TheRefiLady.com  301-651-3257

2nd Vice-President
Sean Chrysostom,
Chevy Chase Bank
301-942-5166

Secretary
Kathleen Thompson,
Jerry Thompson Associates,
Inc. 301-565-8000

Treasurer
Nancy Sherwood,
Sherwood Associates, Inc.
301-933-1222

Sergeant at Arms
Larry White,
First Baptist Church of
Wheaton  301-949-6585

Ex-President
Tim Wiens, Jubilee
Association of Maryland 
301-949-8628

Directors
Gerald Aldridge, Montgomery
Works  301-929-6880

Marcia Jacques, Evergreen
School  301-942-5979

Michael Kelley, Kens. Vol. Fire
Dept. 301-929-8000

Colleen Larkin, The Back to
Work Program of St. Luke’s
House, Inc. 301-493-4200

Kalimah Matthews, Signal
Financial FCU  301-933-9100

Ken Nelson, Montgomery
College Workforce Dev. &
Continuing Ed. 240-567-5516

James Onder, Onder Comm.
Group  301-367-7023

Ellen Riger, EllenOriginals  
301-946-7141

Duncan Smith, Westfield
Wheaton  301-942-3200

Harold Weinberg,
Miles Realty  301-933-6161

Ex-Officio Directors
Natalie Cantor, Mid-County 
Services Center  240-777-8100

Commander Nancy Demme,
Montgomery County Police
240-773-5515

Rob Klein, Wheaton Redevelop.
Program  240-777-8125

Daniel Parra, LEDC–Wheaton  
240-777-4960

Administrator
& Newsletter Editor
Vicky Surles  301-949-0080

Wheaton Studio of Dance
Celebrates 50th Anniversary
Wheaton Studio of Dance is celebrating its 50th year at
11216 Triangle Lane in Wheaton. Five years ago,
Shannon Rush bought the studio from her mentor and 
the studio’s founder, Joni Reese-Naber. Rush has since
extended the legacy of the studio that has sent dozens 
of students on to professional careers, and provided 
thousands of area residents with fun and creative dance
sessions.

When Reese-Naber sold the business to Rush, she kept
dancing as part of the Palm Springs Follies, a performance
group geared toward seniors that performs about 115
shows per year.

Shannon Rush, 31, has been involved with the studio 
since she began dancing there at age 3, and has worked
hard to continue the spirit of the studio. Reese-Naber, 72,
opened the studio in 1959 with a $125 deposit for first
month’s rent and a few hundred dollars more to fix up 
the building.

Then the studio had only one performance space, and 
now has two. The cost for a dance lesson was $1.50 and
Reese-Naber had about 40 students. Now, the cost is
about $12 to $15 per session and the studio has more 
than 600 students per year with more than 60 classes.

Visit their website at www.wheatonstudioofdance.com. To
contact Shannon Rush at Wheaton Studio of Dance, call
301-949-5111, or e-mail wheatonstudio@hotmail.com.

The Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church in
Kensington will celebrate its anniversary 9:30
a.m. Sept. 28 at the church, 10123 Connecticut
Avenue in Kensington. Worship services for
the church were originally held in a two-room
schoolhouse in 1890.
The church stood on the site now occupied by the
Kensington Armory. At the celebration, the Rev. David
Graybill, Warner’s pastor from 1978-1988, will share 
recollections about the church during his decade as pastor.
He will also preach at the 11 a.m. service.
Following the service, there will be a pot luck luncheon 
in the social hall, featuring scrapbooks of historical 
pictures and a showing of “The Building of Warner,” a 
film shot during the construction of the building from
1954 through 1956.

Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church
to Hold 115-year Anniversary

Source: The Gazette

Wheaton&Kensington
Chamber of Commerce

Wheaton MD News and Notes
e-mail list serve
is a community bulletin board page for Wheaton.
Events and activities in Wheaton, community
news and discussions, neighborhood news,
alerts, yard sales, government announcements
and other items pertinent to Wheaton, MD are
posted to this list serve.  Join in the group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wheatonmd_news
andnotes.

Kensingtown e-mail list serve
is an email discussion list for current (and former)
residents of the incorporated Town of Kensington,
or others that might be interested.  Kensingtown
is a forum to connect, exchange news, discuss
local issues, and find out what’s happening in the
neighborhood, or search a listing of Kensington
businesses with websites.  Join in the group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/kensingtown.

Visit the Town of Kensington’s new revamped 
website, featuring larger fonts, new photos, and
easy navigation at www.tok.md.gov.

Find useful and interesting information, such as 
the Around Town Journal (it has the minutes from
Town Council meetings) and upcoming events.

Source: The Gazette

New and gently used donations are requested for a 
rummage/estate sale to be held October 18 at the Hughes
United Methodist Church, 10700 Georgia Avenue in
Wheaton. All items, which must be clean and in good
shape, will be accepted beginning Oct. 2. Call the church
at 301-949-8383 for more information.

Donations Needed for Rummage Sale
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TH A N K YO U T O TH ES E ME M B ER RE N EWA L S!

Accountants
Gino Marinucci, CPA, PC
Tony Marinucci, CPA
301-942-2266
www.marinuccicpa.com

Attorneys
Law Offices of Laurence F. 

Johnson, LLC
Laurence F. Johnson
301-949-0800

Banks/Financial Institutions
M&T Bank - Kensington
Denise Willsey
301-933-9608
www.mtb.com

M&T Bank - Wheaton
Shakeel Ahmad
301-933-6311
www.mtb.com

Churches
Warner Memorial Presbyterian
Pastor Kirby Lawrence Hill
301-949-2900
www.warnermemorial.org

Computer Consultants
Smart Computer Company
Seth Katz
301-946-2744

Fitness & Weight Loss
Curves of Wheaton, LLC
Roberta G. Edwards
301-962-0550
www.curves.com

Libraries
Wheaton Regional Library
Fran Ware
240-777-0686
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library

Martial Arts Instruction
Black Belt Martial Arts Center
Sheeba & Robert Lee
301-946-5425
www.bbmac.com

Mortgages
Maureen Carrington
Mortgage Loan Officer
301-651-3257
www.TheRefiLady.com
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Accountants
Mendoza & Company, Inc.
Alejandro Mendoza
11002 Veirs Mill Rd, Suite 700
Wheaton, MD 20902
301-942-1770
mendoza@mgaccountants.com
www.mgaccountants.com

Advertising Specialties/Printing
Graphic Visions Associates
Marta Teigeiro
640 East Diamond Ave, Suite F
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
301-963-8600
martat@graphicvisions.com
www.GraphicVisions.com

Apartments
Archstone Wheaton Station
Jennifer Bewick
11101 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20902
301-942-8686
WheatonStation@archstonemail.com
www.ArchstoneWheatonStation.com

Arts Organization
The British Players
For information and tickets, 

check website
Performances at Kensington Town Hall
Kensington, MD 20895
703-271-0172
information@britishplayers.org
www.BritishPlayers.org

Banks/Financial Institutions
Provident Bank - Kensington
Martin A. Yescas
3720 Farragut Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895
301-949-2201
mayescas@ProvBank.com
www.ProvBank.com

Churches
Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
Greg Twombley
15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-384-4394
my.standrew@verizon.net
www.mystandrew.org

Real Estate
Weichert, Realtors® - 

Wheaton Office
Georgia Kaiser
2600 University Boulevard, West
Wheaton, MD 20902
301-681-0500
gkaiser@weichertrealtors.net
www.WeichertWheaton.com

Reverse Mortgages
CitiStar Funding Group, Inc.
Song Hutchins
12804 Brandon Green Court
Silver Spring, MD 20904
301-468-7063
Song@ReverseMortgagePlus.Info
www.ReverseMortgagePlus.Info

W E LC O M E T O T H E S E N E W M E M B E R S ! Spotlight on New Member

Wheaton Office of Weichert Realtors
The Wheaton Weichert Office, located at 2600 University Blvd., West,
Wheaton, MD 20902, provides comprehensive, professional real estate
service to its clients/customers. Its mission is to live up to the code of
ethics set forth by the National Association of Realtors, to exemplify 
the high level of customer service possible, to establish successful 
partnerships with clients, loan and title companies, and with the 
Weichert family of companies.
Office phone number: 301-681-0500
website: www.WeichertWheaton.com
Contacts from this office include:

Georgia Kaiser gkaiser@weichertrealtors.net
Salvador Avila savila@weichert.com

Joan Brown joanmbrown@mris.com
Evelyn Clark eclark@weichert.com
Arnie Ellard aellard@weichert.com

Rafael Estrada rafaele@weichert.com
Dorene George dgeorge@weichert.com

Maraji Gwynallen mgwynallen@weichert.com
Claudia Hannah channah@weichert.com
Patricia Jaramillo pjaramillo@weichert.com

Linda Kibunja lkibunja@weichert.com
Zainab Norris znorris@weichert.com
Edward Pratt epratt@weichert.com

April Seymour aprilseymour@hotmail.com
Magan Shrestha maganshrestha@mris.com
Diana Vaughan dianavaughan@weichert.com

Chris Wells cwells@weichert.com
Elois Wiggins ewiggins@weichert.com

Your Dream is Our Business; Let Us Open DOORS for You.

Spotlight on New Member

Copier Plus – Savin / Ricoh / Muratec
Steve Woollard specializes in the sales and service of:

• B&W and Color Multifunctional Copiers
• Printers & Scanners • Fax Machines • Color Plotters
• Wide Format equipment for the AEC Marketplace

Contact him at 301-332-9821, or e-mail stevew@copierplus.com
Copier Plus - Savin / Ricoh / Muratec
16830 Oakmont Avenue, Gaithersburg, MD 20877

www.copierplus.com • www.savin.com • www.muratec.com
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The breakfast was sponsored by PEPCO and featured Kim Watson,
PEPCO Vice President of Maryland Affairs, who gave an informative
presentation, with highlights summarized below.
The host was the popular
Holiday Park Multi-Service
Center, at 3950 Ferrara Drive,
Wheaton, MD 20906.
Holiday Park has a variety of
classes and seniors programs, many special events, a lunch dining room,
community gardens, an exercise center, a café and gift shop.
Carol Fuentevilla, Center & Program Director, and Helen Abrahams,
Mont. County Senior Program outreach and community partnership
coordinator welcomed the guests, and spoke about their services and 
programs. They also gave tours of the facility. To find out more, visit
their website at www.HolidayPark.us, or call 240-777-4999.

How to Control Rising Energy Costs In Hot Weather:
- During the day, keep shades and blinds closed to deflect sunlight 
and heat.
- Keep your air conditioner’s thermostat set between 75 and 78 degrees F.
Each degree you raise the setting can lower your monthly electric bill by
five percent.
- Have an HVAC professional check your air conditioner for coolant leaks
and ensure proper functioning. Clean or replace air filters monthly.
- Make certain
all windows and
outside doors are
closed while your
AC is running.
- Be sure heat-
producing 
appliances are
away from your
thermostat.
These items 
can cause your
AC unit to run
longer than 
necessary.
- Keep furniture and objects from blocking vents, fans and ducts.
- On excessively hot days, raise your thermostat setting and then spend
time in a mall, recreation center or other public indoor area.

Visit www.pepco.com and
click “My Account” for a
free online home energy
audit, ways to lower your
bill, energy conservation
tips and more.
Customer Service:
(202) 833-7500. TTY
Telephone Number for
Hearing Impaired:
(202) 872-2369
To Report Power Outages:
1-877-PEPCO 62 
(1-877-737-2662)

Preparing for Storms
- Assemble a storm emergency kit that contains a first aid kit, flashlights,
fresh batteries, a battery-operated radio or television, emergency telephone
numbers and other personal necessities.
- Have a corded landline telephone and/or a fully charged cellular phone
available.
- Keep a three-day supply of bottled water and nonperishable food items
on hand.

- Safeguard your electronic equipment by using surge protectors.
- Be ready to evacuate special needs and elderly persons to alternate 
locations with power if necessary.
- Prepare a family emergency plan and review it periodically.
- Keep Pepco’s outage number – 1-877-PEPCO-62 – handy. If your
phone number has changed recently, call Customer Care at 202-833-7500
to update the outage tracking system.
Visit www.pepco.com for more tips on weathering the storm.

Beware of Lightning’s Dangers 
Although loud thunderclaps sound ominous, lightning poses real danger.
It contains more than 100-million volts of electricity, is six times hotter
than the sun and can strike up to 10 miles away from an area experiencing
rain. While you enjoy boating, swimming, grilling and other outdoor
activities, know that hot and humid conditions – especially in the late
afternoon and early evening – increase the likelihood of thunderstorms.

Breakfast Mixer July 23 – What Businesses Can Do About Rising Energy
Costs, and How PEPCO Can Help
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went out from First Baptist Church of Wheaton,
a longstanding member of the Wheaton &
Kensington Chamber of Commerce. Larry White,
a Chamber Board member, was among them.

Once in New Orleans, the group was divided
between youth and adults teams. The youth along
with their sponsors took temporary residence at
Dillard University. The adult team  stayed in a
hotel in the heart of the French Quarter.
The adults partnered with Habitat for Humanity
and the New Orleans Mission - an outreach to the
many thousands of homeless in the city. In addi-
tion to assisting at the Mission they also helped in
the rebuilding of 3 houses that were severely dam-
aged by Katrina in the 9th ward. Each participant
paid their own way and although most were largely
unskilled in construction, they were successful in
putting up siding, roofing and installing fencing.
To do work on housing required a minimum age of
18 so the FBCW youth contributed to the recovery

by clearing debris still cluttering the landscape
around local homes and parks.
Clark Robinson, the Missions Pastor at FBCW
said, “This was a great experience for both the
youth and adults!  To be able to be hands-on in
helping those who are less fortunate and are in such
dire need was a moving experience for all of us and
encourages us to try to do more both locally,
nationally, and internationally.”

New Orleans Recovery Aided by Chamber Members
Continued from page 1

On Sunday, November 2, 2008, Downtown Wheaton will play host to the “World of Montgomery
Festival,” an event dedicated to celebrating, exploring and sharing the diverse cultural heritages that
play an active role in the lives of Montgomery County residents and communities. This free, outdoor
event, organized by the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County (AHCMC) and
Latino Economic Development Corporation (LEDC) in partnership with Montgomery County
Government, seeks to revive the widely popular Ethnic Heritage Festival that took place in Silver
Spring during the late 1990’s through the early 2000’s. The World of Montgomery Festival will take
place one block north of the Wheaton Metro Station from 12:00 noon to 4:00PM. Upwards of
5,000 attendees are expected for this event.
The cultural activities and entertainment presented at the Festival will be organized around the theme
of remembering and celebrating ancestors. Cultural and ethnic groups throughout the world and
across the County practice a wide variety of traditions related to this theme. Such a focus will offer a
context for the activities being presented--music, dance, visual art, and storytelling, for example, and
will educate Festival visitors about the important, contemporary role these activities play within the
County’s many ethnic and cultural communities. It also will give Festival visitors the opportunity to
learn about and celebrate the historical figures and long established communities who have influenced
the County’s development as well as the diverse array of more recently established communities who
are actively shaping its contemporary character.
In addition, a variety of food vendors, drawn from the Wheaton area and the wider County, will be
present to offer visitors the opportunity to sample a portion of the culinary diversity for which the
County is known. Local non-profit organizations and County agencies also will be represented.

Spotlight on New Member

The British Players
The British Players present 

Free As Air
A delightful British Musical

October 23 – November 2, 2008

Performances at Kensington Town Hall,
3710 Mitchell Street, Kensington MD 20895

(Please note – British spelling in use!)

The British Players, originally formed in 1964 as
The British Embassy Players by keen Embassy
staffers, was incorporated in the District of
Columbia as a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization
in March 2006.
Though no longer performing at the Embassy
Rotunda the Group’s educational and charitable
mission continues: bringing British plays and
shows to Washington area theatre lovers and 
giving to British and American charities (over
$400,000, to date).
With over 200 mainly British and American
skilled and talented members drawn from
Maryland, Virginia and Washington DC,
The Players present a varied theatre season 
each year and support many educational and
social activities.
The Players’ major productions include comedies
and dramas by British playwrights, British 
pantomimes, musical revues, and the annual 
Old Time Music Hall – the 45th of which will
be presented in 2009 – in addition to  special
one-night fundraisers for local organisations.
The Players also sponsor, and provide the 
reviewers for, the annual Ruby Griffith Award
Competition (named after an early mentor of 
the group and begun in 1969) for excellence in
amateur theatre productions. It attracts about 
30 entries on average from local community 
theatre groups. Each participating theatre group
is provided a combined written critique of 
their entry.
The season culminates in a social event attended
by representatives of the competing theatres and
where the Players’ Patroness, presently Lady
Sheinwald, wife of the British Ambassador,
presents the awards.
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The works of local artists were displayed in the
Kensington Town Hall & Armory throughout
the Labor Day Weekend for the 14th Annual
Montgomery Art Association “Paint the Town”

Art Show and Sale. This popular Art Show is
held in conjunction with the Kensington Labor
Day Festival. The Montgomery Art Assoc.
website is www.MontgomeryArt.org.

Community Service Day: Saturday, October 25
Join with thousands of your fellow county residents working on projects to improve our 
community in celebration of Montgomery County’s 22nd Annual Community Service Day,
Saturday October 25th, with Sunday October 26th projects as well.
There are many ways to get involved:

1) Join an existing Community Service Day project with a local non-profit;
2) Organize your neighbors, work colleagues or other community/faith group members

together to clean up your local park, school.
For a complete listing of Community Service Day projects and tips on signing on and planning
your own project, visit www.montgomerycountymd.gov/volunteer or phone 240-777-2600.
Community Service Day is coordinated by the Montgomery County Volunteer Center under the
Offices of County Executive Isiah Leggett.

Montgomery County’s Silver Spring
Commuter Express Store changed its
name to TRiPS, which stands for
Transportation Resources, Information
and Places to See.
The new location is at 8413 Ramsey
Avenue at the intersection with Wayne
Avenue near the Silver Spring Metro
Station. The store was moved on
September 8 in preparation for work on
the new Silver Spring Transit Center
scheduled to open in late 2010.
Commuters can still buy bus passes
and tokens for RideOn and Metrobus,
SmarTrip Cards, Metrorail and
MetroAccess fare cards at the store,
which is operated by the Montgomery
County Commuter Services. 
The Montgomery County Commuter
Services’ office also moved to 1110
Bonifant Street, Suite 400, Silver
Spring. Commuter Services has staff 
to meet with employers to discuss
commuting options for workers. 
Call 240-777-8380 or 240-773-8747 
or visit the Services’ website at
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
commute for more information.
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41st Annual Kensington Labor Day Parade & Festival
Continued from page 1
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Mont. County’s Board of Elections is seeking individuals 
to serve as election judges at polling places on General
Election Day, November 4.

Judges must be registered to vote in the State of MD.
They must also be able to speak, read, and write the
English language, and must not hold, or be a candidate
for public or party office.

Republicans or registered Independents or Unaffiliated are
especially needed.  Also needed are individuals to serve as
part-time Closer Judges to assist with closing the polling
place on Election Night. In addition, election judges and
alternates bilingual in Spanish are needed throughout 
the county.  Training and compensation will be provided.

To apply, or for more information, call the 
Board of Elections at 240-777-8533 or e-mail 
electionjudge@montgomerycountymd.gov.

Election Judges Needed for 2008
Presidential General Election


