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Holiday Mixer & Toy Drive Kick-Off
We celebrated the holiday season on December 6, and
kicked-off the 25th Annual Angels for Children Toy Drive
at Los Chorros Restaurant. $5 of each ticket was donated to
the Toy Drive, and guests also brought new unwrapped toys.
Shannon Rush-Locke spoke about the “Angels for Children”
Toy Drive where the WK Chamber, Montgomery Housing

Partnership, and the Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad collect
toys and gifts for the less fortunate children in the Wheaton
area, and with some Santa’s help, deliver on Christmas Eve.
We gave out lots of wonderful doorprizes: restaurant gift
cards & certificates, an “Images of Wheaton” book, and
original art notecards created by Vicky Surles.
Los Chorros Restaurant is at 2420 Blueridge Avenue, in
Wheaton (301-933-1066). The Holiday Mixer is generously
sponsored by Montgomery Housing Partnership.
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Happy Hour & Networking Mixer at VFW
On January 31 at the newly renovated VFW Post 2562, we
enjoyed Ledo Pizza and appetizers, along with a cash bar,
had some fun playing darts, and meeting new people.

Commander Richard Fenati spoke about their rejuvenated
space, and about their upcoming projects and events.
VFW Post 2562 rents out their rear hall to bring in money
to use for community service projects; and also makes the
hall available for use at no cost to veteran organizations 
and public service organizations as part of their mission of
community service.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2562 is open on Saturdays
from 5:00 until 10:00 pm at 11316 Fern Street, Wheaton,
MD, 20902 – https://vfw2562.org
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Executive Committee
PRESIDENT

William Moore, IHOP   
301-942-2323

VICE-PRESIDENT

Omar Lazo, Los Chorros Restaurant
301-455-3037

TREASURER

James Onder, Onder Communications
Group   301-367-7023

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT

Kathleen Guinan, Crossway
Community   301-929-2505

Directors
L. Jeannette Feldner, Letterforms 
Typography & Graphic Design  
301-254-8194

Ali Oliver-Krueger, InterAct Story
Theatre   301-879-9305

James Mensah, State Farm Insurance   
301-933-1010

Henry Molina, Lafayette Federal
Credit Union   301-929-7990 x3107

Kenneth Nelson, Montgomery College
Workforce Development & Continuing
Education 240-328-4747

Laura-Leigh Palmer, asap graphics
plus LLC   240-354-5454

Ellen Riger, Just Paws   301-318-7103

Paul Sexton, Edward Jones   
301-933-6753

Koralia Siles, M&T Bank - Kensington
301-933-9608

George Sydnor, Fitzgerald Auto Mall
Wheaton   301-933-7400

Ex-Officio Director
Luisa Fernanda Cardona, Director, 
Mid-County Services Center   
240-777-8101

Administrator & Newsletter 
Editor
Vicky Surles   301-949-0080
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CO M M UNI TY  CHA M PI O NS

CO M M UNI TY  HERO ES

CO M M UNI TY  PA RTNERS

CO M M UNI TY  S UPPO RTERS

The Baskin Group
La Gelatteria

Sebrof-Forbes Cultural Arts Center
Wheaton Studio of Dance

Kenneth N. Nelson

CO M M UNI TY  A DVO CATES

WHEATON SHOPPING CENTER

GREENHILL REALTY COMPANY

Letterforms Typography & Graphic Design

The Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce 39th Annual Community
Awards were back in person in 2023 for the first time since 2019!
We were very excited to bring the event back in person at the Hollywood East Café
on October 18th. For the last three years, we’ve presented the Annual Community
Awards virtually on Zoom – in partnership with InterAct Story Theatre. 
The evening recognized Mid-County community heroes and individuals and groups
making a difference in our community!

We give thanks to the following 2023 Sponsors:

39th Annual Community Awards were back in person



Continued on page 43

The 2023 Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce
Tribute Award honored Montgomery Housing Partnership
in recognition of their significant
contributions in preserving and
expanding access to quality
affordable housing as a nonprofit
real estate developer, and helping
to improve stability for low- and
moderate-income families. MHP
provides more than 2,800 homes
in and around the county. MHP
President Robert Goldman and
associates are also generous spon-
sors of our Holiday Mixers and
Annual Awards, and are wonderful supporters of the  Chamber.

More awards photos are on page 4. To see a variety of other
awards banquet photos by Madeline Marshall, and also read
the Bios of the 2023 Award Winners, visit:
www.wkchamber.org/events-activities/annual-awards-banquet.

~ The 2023 Award Winners ~

2023 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TRIBUTE AWARD
Montgomery Housing Partnership

MID-COUNTY CITIZEN’S ADVISORY BOARD AWARDS

The Mid-County Citizens Advisory Board Citizen of the Year 
Samnang Wu

The M-CCAB Outstanding Organization of the Year Award
Oak Chapel United Methodist Church

WHEATON URBAN DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE AWARDS

The Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee Business
Leader of the Year

Lene Tsegaye of Kefa Café

The WUDAC Best Property Improvement of the Year Award
The Caramelo Bakery Mural by artist Eric B. Ricks for 

The Art & Walkability Project, Skokum LLC property owner

PUBLIC SAFETY AWARDS

The 4th District Police Public Safety Officer of the Year
Corporal David Schramm

The Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad Public Safety Officer
Master Firefighter Zachary Fergusson-Williams

The Kensington Volunteer Fire Dept Public Safety Officer
Lieutenant David Breitman

CHAMBER AWARDS

The Chamber Member of the Year Award
Henry Molina, Lafayette Federal Credit Union

The Chamber Business of the Year Award
Ledo Pizza Wheaton

The Chamber President’s Special Award
Dan Thompson & the Wheaton Arts Parade

The 39th Annual Community Awards were back in person in 2023!
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39th Annual Community
Awards on October 18, 2023
Continued from page 3
We were very excited to bring the event
back in person to the
Hollywood East Café
11160 Veirs Mill Road
Wheaton, MD 20902.

We are grateful to
owner-chef Janet Yu
and manager Corey Yu.
www.hollywoodeastcafe.com
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WE L C O M E T O OU R NE W ME M B E R S!

Estate Liquidation Services
Orion’s Attic
Christopher Lancette
11705 Orebaugh Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20902
202-731-9447
chris@orionsattic.com
www.OrionsAttic.com

Plumbing
Service Force Plumbing
Theo Powers
1022 Baltimore Road
Rockville, MD 20851
301-370-8320
theo@serviceforceplumbing.com
serviceforceplumbing.com

Restaurants
Regina’s Restaurant
Henry Alvarez
11423 Georgia Avenue
Wheaton, MD 20902
301-933-3320
henry67@gmail.com
www.ReginasRestaurantMD.com
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TH A N K YO U T O TH E S E ME M B E R RE N E WA L S!

Appliances
Appliance Distributors Unlimited
Jack Marshall
240-603-6367
JackADU@comcast.net
www.ADU.com

Architects
William Jelen Architect Inc.
William Jelen
202-344-5513
bill@williamjelenarchitect.com
www.WilliamJelenArchitect.com

Arts Organization
InterAct Story Theatre
Ali Oliver-Krueger
301-879-9305
ali@interactstory.com
www.InteractStory.com

Sebrof-Forbes Cultural Arts Center
Dennis Forbes
301-933-4170
sfcac2018@gmail.com
www.SebrofForbesCulturalArtsCenter.com

Attorneys
Consumer Law Center LLC
Phillip Robinson
301-448-1304
phillip@marylandconsumer.com
www.MarylandConsumer.com

Wampler & Souder, LLC
Chris Wampler
301-942-0802
cwampler@wandsfirm.com
www.wandsfirm.com

Barber School
Academy of Professional Barber/Stylists
Trudie Shaver
301-942-2260
TrudieCummings@gmail.com
www.AcademyofBarbers.info

Barbershop
Blade & Shave Barber Shop
Trudie Shaver & Wayne Kline
301-933-8216
Trudie1956@yahoo.com
www.BladeandShaveBarberShop.com

Beer, Wine, Lottery, Ice
Elbe’s Beer and Wine
Andy & Jeff Bobrow
301-949-4585
www.ElbesBeerandWine.com

Communications
Onder Communications
James J. Onder
301-367-7023
JimOnder@gmail.com

Community Services
One Montgomery Green
Wendy Howard
240-424-0317
wendyh@onemontgomerygreen.org
www.OneMontgomeryGreen.org

Concrete Contracting
Creative Concrete Corp.
Walker Simpson
301-565-0246
WalkerSimpson@creativeconcrete.com
www.CreativeConcrete.com

Credit Unions
Lafayette Federal Credit Union
Henry Molina
202-731-9019 x3107
hmolina@lfcu.org
www.LFCU.org

Signal Financial Credit Union
Tausif Lodi
301-933-9100
tlodi@signalfinancialfcu.org
www.SignalFinancialFCU.org

Dentists
ASE Dental Group
Dr. Alice Charland Bassford, DMD
301-593-5500
AliceBassForddmd@gmail.com
www.SilverSpringdmd.com

Employment Services/Workforce
WorkSource Montgomery, Inc.
Anthony Featherstone
301-704-3205
afeatherstone@worksourcemontgomery.com
www.WorkSourceMontgomery.com

Financial Services
Cetera Investors
Matthew Duran
240-485-1505 x207
Matthew.Duran@CeteraInvestors.com
matthewtduran.ceterainvestors.com

Government Services-Kensington
Town of Kensington
Mayor Tracey Furman
301-949-2424
Mayor.Tracey@tok.md.gov
TOK.md.gov

Graphic Design/Web Design
asap graphics plus LLC
Laura-Leigh Palmer
240-354-5454
Laura.Leigh@asapgraphics.com
www.asapgraphics.com

Letterforms Typography & Graphic Design
L. Jeannette Feldner
301-254-8194
LJFelder@gmail.com
www.LetterformsDesign.com

Hospitals
Holy Cross Health
Annice Cody
301-754-7131
codya@holycrosshealth.org
www.HolyCrossHealth.org

Housing/Community
Jubilee Association of MD, Inc.
Steve Keener
301-949-8628
skeener@jubileemd.org
www.JubileeMD.org

Jewelers
Kensington Jewelers
Mardik Tavukchiyan
301-588-7296
sales@KensingtonJewelers.com
www.KensingtonJewelers.com

Continued on page 6
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TH A N K YO U T O TH E S E ME M B E R RE N E WA L S!  (Continued from page 5)

Marketing Services
PocketMark Consulting LLC
Alan Thompson
202-536-5053
Alan@PocketmarkProsystems.com
PocketmarkProsystems.com

Music & Audio Systems
Washington Professional Systems
Brett Schneider
301-942-6800
bretts@wpsworld.com
www.WPSworld.com

Musical Instruments
Chuck Levin’s Washington Music Center
Alan Levin
301-946-8808
alan@chucklevins.com
www.ChuckLevins.com

Plumbing
R.L. Voight & Son, LLC
John L. Seymour
301-946-6100
info@rlvoight.com
www.rlvoight.com

Real Estate
Housing Opportunities Commission
Zachary Marks
240-627-9479
zachary.marks@hocmc.org
www.hocmc.org

Miles Realty Company, Inc.
Christi Hanrahan
301-933-6161
accountspayable@milesrealty.com
www.MilesRealty.com

Remodeling/Home Improvement
All Eco Design Center
Dave Taghipour
301-949-4326
dave@AllEcoCenter.com
www.AllEcoCenter.com

Rescue Squad
Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad
Lou Kaufman
301-949-9673
lkaufman@wvrs.org
www.WVRS.org

Restaurants
Cam Ranh Bay Pho & Grill
Andrew Quach
301-933-1886
drew356@yahoo.com
www.CamRanhBayPho.com

Gourmet Inspirations Chinese Fine Dining
Andrew Quach
301-929-8818
gichinese88@yahoo.com
www.GIchinese.com

Kefa Café - Silver Spring
Lene Tsegaye
240-641-8023
kefacafelove@gmail.com
KefaCafeLove.com

Kefa Café - Wheaton
Lene Tsegaye
240-670-7424
kefacafelove@gmail.com
KefaCafeLove.com

Ledo Pizza Wheaton
Sam Sheth
301-929-6111
LedoPizzaWheaton@gmail.com
www.LedoPizza.com

Los Chorros Restaurant
Omar Lazo
301-933-1066
OmaraLazo@live.com
www.LosChorrosRestaurant.com

Shopping Centers & Malls
Wheaton Shopping Center
David Aaronson
301-657-1110
aaronson51@verizon.net

Veterinarians
Kindness Animal Hospital
Dr. Jeff Zolkiewicz
301-949-2511
KindnessHospital2130@gmail.com
www.KindnessHospital.com

Yoga Instruction
MiRé Yoga
Michèle Gordon
302-236-9146
YogawithMichele5@gmail.com
www.MireYoga.com

Thanks to the individuals and organizations who donated
money, gift cards, wrapped or distributed toys, or placed
donation boxes at their businesses:
Acorn Self Storage
Chuck Levin’s Washington 

Music Center
Colada Shop
Colony Grill
Elbe’s Beer & Wine
Ever/Body
IHOP Wheaton**
Kensington Park Senior Living*
Kensington Volunteer Fire Dept
Los Chorros Restaurant
Jack Marshall & Vicky Surles
Jurisdiction
MHP – Ilana Guttin, Kaylie Nguyen, 

Eva Dillon, and Robert Goldman

25th Anniversary of Angels for Children Toy Drive

Donations of toys are delivered to local 
children for Christmas by Santa and his
helpers. This Toy Drive has provided toys for
the less fortunate children in the Wheaton
area for the past 24 years.

Without community support, this tremendous
project would not be possible. This program

has provided toys for less fortunate children in
the Wheaton area since 1998.

MHP staff, volunteers, and the Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad
organized collection of gifts from toy boxes, wrapping, and 
distribution of gifts and toys for Christmas. Also monetary 
donations that were given help to purchase gifts.

Special thanks to Ilana Guttin, Communications and Volunteer
Manager; Kaylie Nguyen, Toy Drive Coordinator; and Eva Dillon,
Director of Advancement, at Montgomery Housing Partnership who
do the planning and supervise the whole event,along with the WVRS.

www.MHpartners.org

My Gym Occasions
Ooh La La Bakery
Sherwood Associates, 

Nancy Sherwood**
Strosnider’s (ACE) Hardware
WK Chamber – from holiday 

mixer ticket sales
Wheaton Studio of Dance
Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad

* Donation of $100 or more
** Donation of $200 or more

*** Donation of $500 or more
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• TOWN OF •
KENSINGTON

TOK.md.gov
301-949-2424

ElbesBeerandWine.com

IHOPWheaton.com

Wednesday, March 27, 2024
from 5:30 – 8:00 PM

at
Kensington Town Hall

3710 Mitchell Street
Kensington, MD 20895

FREE!
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

LedoPizza.com

Jazz Guitar Combo

Wheaton &Kensington
Chamber of Commerce
www.wkchamber.org

301-949-0080

LosChorrosRestaurant.com

FREE Food Tastings,  
Drinks& Doorprizes!

LaGelatteria.com

www.ADU.com

The Kensington-Wheaton
6th Annual Business Networking Expo
SPONSORED BY MERRICK DESIGN AND BUILD INC. and M&T BANK

SPONSORED BY

www.mtb.com

remodelwithmerrick.com

Meet local businesses at their information
tables in a casual setting, and discover the
many products and services that they offer.

See information about getting a business table at
wkchamber.org/events/mixers-networking-events



Wheaton &Kensington
Chamber of Commerce
the 
voice 
for 
YOUR business!

Postage

website: www.wkchamber.org
www.Facebook.com/WheatonKensingtonCC
email: wkchamber@wkchamber.org
A pdf of this newsletter will be posted online.

301-949-0080
2401 Blueridge Ave, Suite 101
Wheaton, Maryland 20902

Thank you to those who Donated to the 2023 Holiday On Duty Campaign!
The WK Chamber provides meals for 
area Public Safety Personnel through the
Holiday On Duty donation fund during
Thanksgiving and Seasonal Holidays.
During these times, most area restaurants

are closed. Many public safety men and women are handling
emergencies and find it difficult to locate meals while on duty.
This marks the 25th year the Chamber has sponsored this project
with monetary contributions from our business and residential 

communities. The local first responders are Montgomery
County Police stationed in this area, the Wheaton Volunteer
Rescue Squad, and the Kensington Volunteer Fire Department.
The Chamber wishes to thank everyone who donated to this
program – for those who work to protect us, while
we may be celebrating the holidays with family
and friends.
For more information about the program, contact
Ellen Riger, Holiday on Duty Chair, 301-318-7103.

Jacqueline Boyd
Charles & Margaret Levin Family 

Foundation**
Betsy Davis**
Elbe’s Beer & Wine
Margaret Evans
Jeannette Feldner*
Fitzgerald AutoMall-Wheaton**
April Gassler*
Greenhill Realty Company 

(Leonard & Richard Greenberg)***

Neil E. Johnson**
Kindness Animal Hospital*
Marinucci & Associates

(Anthony Marinucci)*
Jack Marshall & Vicky Surles
William Moore*
Kenneth Nelson***
Nancy Nelson
Dr. Rubina J. Patel
Paul Sexton**

Sherwood Associates 
(Nancy Sherwood)***

Brownette Suku
George Sydnor (of Fitzgerald 

AutoMall-Wheaton)**
WK Chamber***

* Donation of $100 or more
** Donation of $200 or more
*** Donation of $500 or more

Contributors to Holiday On Duty during the past season:                                                           
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