
The 38th Annual Wheaton & Kensington Community Awards Virtual Event
in partnership with InterAct Story Theatre / Home of the Wheaton Family Theatre

Wednesday, June 29, 2022, from 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Bios of Award Winners

2022 Chamber Tribute Award

Kensington Park Senior Living

The Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce honors Kensington Park Senior Living this year
with the 2022 Chamber of Commerce Tribute Award given in recognition of their great service in
providing a higher level and enhanced care beyond that of a traditional assisted senior living
community.  Kensington Park is the realization of a vision from passionate leaders in the senior
living industry, and is one of seven communities owned by Kensington Senior Living, with two in
Virginia and one opening in Bethesda in 2024.

Mary Mell has been Executive Director for the past eight years, having been in health care
for her entire career.  She pursued a masters in Long Term Care after graduating from the University
of Maryland.  Recently she was awarded by the Maryland Commission for Women as a “Shero” for
her extraordinary efforts throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.  Kensington Park specializes in care
for Independent Living, Assisted Living and its three levels of Memory Care.  Residents can
participate in a variety of programs that are also offered to the public, including cooking classes and
lectures.  They host numerous fundraisers and food drives, and are a wonderful supporter of the WK
Chamber.
Executive Director Mary Mell, accepting

Kensington Park Senior Living, 3620 Littledale Road, Kensington, MD 20895

Mid County Citizens Advisory Board (MCCAB) Outstanding Resident of the Year:

Wendy Howard, Executive Director, One Montgomery Green

Wendy Howard is the Executive Director of One Montgomery Green, a Wheaton-based
environmental nonprofit that fosters partnerships to support environmental sustainability and
promote the development of a green economy.  Wendy is also the owner and founder of WH
Consulting which specializes in streamlining IT systems to conserve natural resources and increase
productivity.  For the past 10 years, her practice has focused on bringing “green technology” to
Washington metro area customers.  She is being commended for her dedication to sustainability and
the Wheaton community.
OneMontgomeryGreen.org

Mid County Citizens Advisory Board (MCCAB) Outstanding Association of the Year Award:

Faith Community Baptist Church, Pastor James E Boney and First Lady Barbara Boney

Faith Community Baptist Church was founded in 1981 by the Late Pastor James A. Harris.  Pastor
James E. Boney was then installed as the second Pastor of the Church in Silver Spring, Maryland, on
August 23, 2015.  A loving and friendly community, the Church mission states, “We are a group of
Christians who Love God the Father, God the Son, Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit.  We seek
to Love each other as Christ Jesus Loves us”.  The church has also been a lifeline during Covid, with
food distribution and free Covid testing through the Black Physicians & Healthcare Network.

Faith Community Baptist Church, 3618 Layhill Rd, Silver Spring, MD 20906



WUDAC Best Property Improvement of the Year

Ooh La La Bakery

Ooh La La Bakery offers more than authentic French bread and sublime pastries.  It’s a community
gathering spot where people can feel companionship and a sense of community on the corner of
University Boulevard.  The team responsible for Ooh La La had been dreaming and planning to open
a classic French bakery of their own for a few years, and that dream finally came true in 2020.  Co-
owner Luis Velasco can be seen daily working behind the counter.  His brother Oscar is the baker,
who at 15, went to work for La Tropezienne, the Premier French bakery on the Upper East side of
Manhattan NYC.  Some twenty years later he is bringing the authentic French baking experience to
downtown Wheaton.  Ooh La La is a delicious new addition to the community, and also joined the
WK Chamber early this year.

Ooh La La Bakery
2600 University Blvd, West, Wheaton, MD 20902

WUDAC Business Leader of the Year:

Pedro Matamoros of Frank’s Burger Place

Owner and Executive Chef Pedro Matamoros opened Frank’s Burger Place in Wheaton in 2020,
along with sons Derek and Marlon.  Pedro had lots of professional experience as a chef with
advanced knowledge of classic and contemporary upscale dining techniques – from working in
kitchens such as the Tabard Inn; and ranging from fine to casual dining in Washington, Potomac,
Silver Spring and Baltimore.  His high standards in quality and consistency earned great reviews
from the Washington Post, Bethesda Magazine, and Washingtonian Magazine.

But Pedro was motivated to do more in the community, since he’s lived in Wheaton for 30 years and
decided to open Frank’s, a neighborhood countertop burger place.  Named after his dad Francisco,
who inspired him to keep doing what he loves while staying home, cooking and contributing.  He’s
grateful to have good people around him in Wheaton leading the way to a better community.  Pedro
was appointed to the Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee, is a member and representative
of La Cumbre Grupo, Latino Restaurant Association of Montgomery County, and a WK Chamber
member.

Frank’s Burger Place
11265 Triangle Lane, Wheaton, MD 20902

The 4th District Police Public Safety Officer of the Year Award

Officer Sean McKinney

Officer Sean McKinney joined the Montgomery County Police Department in January 2017.  He
comes from a Law Enforcement family, as his father is a retired officer and Police Chief.  Officer
McKinney was born and raised in Gaithersburg, and after graduation from Magruder High School,
he enlisted in the Marine Corps and served as a Rifleman, including deployments fighting the War
On Terror with the 3rd Battalion/3rd Marine Division, and an Assignment to the Marine Security
Forces Battalion.  After his enlistment, he attended Windward Community College in Honolulu.
Sean then applied for the position of Police Officer Candidate, and upon completion of the Police
Academy, he was assigned to the 4th District Wheaton.



He excels at all areas of the job, but has been involved in numerous high profile cases
including auto theft and theft from vehicle cases.  With his specialized training, he has gotten
fingerprint hits where investigators were able to link suspects to a larger criminal group that was
plaguing several police districts in Montgomery County.  Several suspects were caught in the act of
trying to steal a car, and twere found to be armed.  Removing these criminals was a direct result of
Officer McKinney’s continued focus.  He was also involved in implementing an auto theft
prevention initiative in which police provide residents with a Tile tracking device to help officers
locate their vehicles should they be stolen.  As a direct result, the rate of auto thefts in the 4th
District decreased during his assignment.  Recently he has been a regular user of an Automated
License Plate Reader in an attempt to locate stolen vehicles.  Sean is currently pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in public safety administration at UMGC in efforts to further his law enforcement career.

Mongomery. County Police 4th District
2300 Randolph Road, Wheaton, MD 20902

The Wheaton Rescue Squad Public Safety Award

William “Bill” Dunlap

As the WVRS Treasurer for the last ten years, Bill has been responsible for day-to-day management
of the finances, and logs countless hours ensuring that WVRS funds are best used to fulfill the
mission of protecting the public’s health and safety.  A WVRS Life Member, Bill first joined in
1965.  After a long career in financial management, he applied his unique skills to keep the Rescue
Squad’s financial house in order.  Among his many accomplishments, he implemented a new
purchasing procedure that improved internal controls and reduced expenses.  In 2013, when the
WVRS completed construction of their first fire-rescue station built from the ground up, Bill
managed the financial arrangements with the lender as well as the County Government.  To ensure
the meeting of mortgage obligations, Bill established a building savings account as well as their first
operating reserve fund.

In 2016 the WVRS placed a new heavy rescue squad in service, and construction of this $1.5
million apparatus required management of multiple financial agreements with the Montgomery
County Fire & Rescue Service and the Maryland Military Department.  To ensure WVRS meets
these financial obligations and continues fleet modernization, Bill Dunlap has led long-term
comprehensive financial planning and goal setting.  Under his leadership WVRS has undergone a
transformation of their financial management systems that is unprecedented in their sixty-seven year
history and sets a new standard of excellence.

Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad
2400 Arcola Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902

The Kensington Volunteer Fire Dept Public Safety Officer of the Year Award

Too Many Great Members to Recognize and Nominate

Kensington Volunteer Fire Department has so many great members, they had too hard of a time
deciding who to recognize!  So the award goes out to the entire Department.

President Lynn Tantardini accepting award

Kensington Volunteer Fire Department / P.O. Box #222 / Kensington, MD 20895



The Chamber Member of the Year Award

Carmen Larsen

The Chamber Member of the Year Award goes to Carmen Larsen in recognition of her longstanding
service to the community.  She has created and supported small business growth initiatives, and
shares her knowledge of federal procurement, bids and proposals, and small business management to
anyone who reaches out.  Carmen advocates for laws and regulations that reduce reporting burdens
and requirements for small business owners.  She looks for ways to create coalitions and
partnerships that help outstanding minority-owned businesses be recognized for the quality of
products and services they offer.

A Physics graduate of Georgetown University and daughter of immigrants from Ecuador,
Carmen Larsen is the CEO of AQUAS, Incorporated, a technology and engineering services
company founded in 1990 and headquartered in Kensington.  She is President of the Board of the
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Montgmery County; serves on the Executive Board of the
Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation; and the Executive Board of Holy Cross
Hospital.  She was inducted in the Montgomery County Business Hall of Fame in 2011, and is a
member of nonprofits that provide housing asssitance and youth development programs.  We
recognize her philanthropic activities as well as her contributions to the vitality of the Wheaton-
Kensington business community.

AQUAS, Incorporated, 10400 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 310, Kensington, MD 20895
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Montgomery County, 10400 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 308,
Kensington, MD 20895

The Chamber Business of the Year Award

Signal Financial Federal Credit Union

The Chamber is honored this year to present the Business of the Year Award to Signal Financial
Federal Credit Union in recognition of their service to the community since 1947.  And in providing
a more personal state-of-the-art relationship banking for people looking for a better financial
alternative and partnering with local retailers.  Signal Financial FCU has been giving out Scholarship
awards to students as they enter college or trade school; and has been giving artists a venue to
display their art in their City Center offices.  Signal sponsors the Washington Bicyclists
Association’s rides, and is the first banking institution with a mobile branch in the DC Metro Area.
We also thank them for their continued sponsorship and support of the WK Chamber.  Peter Gray is
the Senior Branch Manager in Kensington and also the Leosure World Branch.

Peter Gray, accepting

Signal Financial Federal Credit Union
3015 University Blvd West, Kensington, MD 20895



The Chamber President’s Award

Wendy K. Howard, WH Consulting and Executive Director, One Montgomery Green, Inc.

The Chamber President’s Award goes to Wendy K. Howard in recognition of her great service in
supporting and participating in events such as Taste of Wheaton, Wheaton Arts Parade, and
GreenFest.  The Chamber appreciates the times that she has spoken to our membership about
sustainable green practices.  Wendy has planted and helped maintain the Wheaton Conservation
Garden at Veterans Park – providing a beautiful landscape for commuters and neighborhoods, as
well as a resource for local pollinators.  Ms Howard is one of Wheaton's most committed
cheerleaders, advocating for budget items, serving on climate committees, and working on climate
resiliency projects in our community with Clean Headwaters.  She has a love and commitment to
Wheaton and is always working on ways to improve the area.

WH Consulting
www.WHConsults.com

Secret Award

The Chamber Appreciation Award

Jack Marshall

Presenter:
William Moore, President, Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce

The Chamber Appreciation Award goes to Jack Marshall in recognition of his volunteer service to
our community – always willing to help out with a great attitude wherever he’s needed.  And for his
dedication to helping the Chamber Administrator – his wife Vicky Surles – in various capacities
with Chamber events.  He works at the Chamber booths for Taste of Wheaton and the Kensington
Labor Day Festival, setting up tents and carrying supplies.  He also assembles the Chamber award
plaques, folds and staples the programs printed by Vicky.  He does all this despite his demanding
duties as an Outside Sales Manager for Appliance Distributors Unlimited (ADU).  Jack grew up in
Bethesda, attending Walter Johnson High School, and has lived and worked in the area his entire
life, and kept his many good friends.  He’s also very active in local archaeology digs and volunteers
with Montgomery Parks and the Archaeological Society of Maryland, Mid-Potomac Chapter.

Appliance Distributors Unlimited
www.ADU.com

Montgomery Parks
www.montgomeryparks.org/support/volunteer

ASM Mid-Potomac Chapter Archaeology
www.ASMmidPotomac.org


